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Common Wetland Definitions

Perennial Streams: year-round streams, typically have water year-round. Water comes from upstream

tributaries or headwaters as well as precipitation.

Intermittent Streams: have water intermittently throughout the year when upstream waters or
groundwater provide enough streamflow. May not have flowing surface water during dry times of the

year.

Palustrine Emergent Wetland (PEM). Vegetative classification of a wetland system based on the
dominant vegetation, consisting of rooted herbaceous (non-woody) plant species that have parts

extending above a water surface with at least 30% aerial coverage.

100-year flood: A flood with a magnitude that has a 1% chance of occurring or being exceeded in any

given year.
Floodplain: The area of land adjoining a river or steam that will be inundated by a 100-year flood.

Hydric soil: Soil that is saturated, flooded, or ponded long enough during the growing season to
develop anaerobic conditions in the upper part (1991 National Technical Committee on Hydric Soils

definition).

Hydrophytes: Plant species that grow in water or on a substrate that is at least periodically deficient in

oxygen because of excessive water content; plants typically found in wet habitats.

Isolated Wetland.: “wetland that is not subject to regulation under the Federal Water Pollution Control

Act” as described by Ml part 303.

Palustrine Scrub-Shrub Wetland (PSS): Vegetative classification of a wetland system based on the
dominant vegetation consisting of woody plants less than 3 inches in diameter but greater than 3 ft
but less than 20 ft in height OR where trees and shrubs combined have an aerial coverage no greater

than 30%.
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Palustrine Forested Wetland (PFO): Vegetative classification of a wetland system based on the dominant
vegetation consisting of woody plants 3 inches in diameter or greater, regardless of height with at

least 30% aerial coverage.

Traditional Navigable Water: A water body that is presently used or has been previously used in the

past for transport by interstate or foreign commerce vessels.

Wetland: Defined by USACE as “...areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater...at
a frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a

prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.”

Wetland hydrology: Hydrologic characteristics of areas that are periodically inundated or have soils

saturated to the surface at some time during the growing season.

Wetland Indicator Status:

OBL: Obligate wetland plant that occurs almost always, 99% of the time, in wetlands under natural

conditions, but which rarely occur in non-wetlands.

FACW: Facultative wetland plant that occurs usually, 67% to 99% of the time, in wetlands, but also

occurs 1% to 33% of the time in non-wetlands.
FAC: Facultative plant that occurs in both wetlands and non-wetlands 33% to 67% of the time.

FACU: Plant that occurs sometimes, 1% to 33% of the time, in wetlands but occurs more often, 67% to

99% of the time, in non-wetlands.

UPL: Upland plant that occurs very rarely in wetlands, less than 1% of the time.
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Appendix A Background Maps

Figure 1 Site Location Map

Figure 2 USGS Topographic Map

Figure 3 NWI Features Map

Figure 4 NHD Features Map

Figure 5 MWI Features Map

Figure 6 NRCS Soil Map

Figure 7 FEMA Flood Zone Map

Figure 8 Wetland and Stream Delineation Map
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Figure 2
USGS Topographic*
Dicken Elementary School

Washtenaw County, Michigan
Date: 3/21/2023
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Figure 3
NWI Features
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Figure 8
Wetland and Stream Delineation
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Appendix B USACE Wetland Determination Data Forms
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Appendix C Antecedent Precipitation Tool
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Appendix D Photographic Log
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